

ADOPTED 11/13/18


Introduced by Council Member Love and Co-Sponsored by Council Members Crescimbeni, Hazouri, Brosche, Schellenberg, Anderson, Gulliford, Ferraro, Becton, Morgan, and R. Gaffney:


RESOLUTION 2018-744-A
A RESOLUTION RECOGNIZING AND HONORING THE MENINAK CLUB OF JACKSONVILLE ON THE OCCASION OF ITS 100th YEAR AS A LEADING SERVICE CLUB IN JACKSONVILLE; PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE.


WHEREAS,
a service club is an organization usually composed of business and professional men and women whose mission is to promote fellowship among its members and is devoted to the principle of volunteer community service; it is estimated that each year service clubs carry on several hundred thousand local community projects, ranging in complexity from sponsoring bazaars to building and equipping hospitals or summer camps for underprivileged youth; service clubs are an integral component of any city or community that buttress civic pride; and 
 
WHEREAS,
Meninak comes from the combination of two Greek words meaning “true” and “honorable”; the Meninak Club of Jacksonville was founded in 1919 when 29 business and civic leaders joined together to form an organization dedicated to the overall betterment of the spiritual, cultural and social attributes of Jacksonville; and
WHEREAS,
since 1919, the Meninak Club of Jacksonville has carved a unique role for itself in the Jacksonville community;  Meninak’s mission has been “lending help where none is available” and inspiring the organization’s commitment to the youth of the community; in the early 1920s, the Club made service to the community’s youth a prime mission; and
WHEREAS,
since 1934, Meninak has sponsored an Annual Charity Project to support programs that meet the needs of young people and over the years have exceeded $1,500,000 in giving back to the community; since 1997, Meninak has awarded five $5,000 Youth Leadership Grants annually to college bound seniors from area high schools that participate in Youth Leadership Jacksonville, a non-profit organization that specializes in training students in leadership and civic responsibility;
 and
WHEREAS,
Meninak is actively involved in mentoring area youth 
in the belief that mentoring offers the opportunity for Meninaks to make individual service contributions to supplement the collective good work done with the Youth Leadership Grants and Annual Charity Project; and

WHEREAS,
Meninaks volunteer for bell ringing at the Salvation Army kettles during the holidays, they collect toys for disadvantaged youth during the Holiday Toy Collection, participate with Habijax in building homes and compete with other civic organizations in golf and tennis tournaments to raise funds for area youth; and
WHEREAS,
for 100 years, Meninaks have amply demonstrated their commitment to improve the quality of life for Jacksonville, and particularly for the area’s youth; Meninaks have given
their time, energy and resources to 
making ours a caring and compassionate community; Meninaks have been in the vanguard in providing leadership and effective civic responsibility; we congratulate Meninaks on the observance of its 100th year of civic responsibility and noteworthy achievements; now therefore


BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the City of Jacksonville:


Section 1.

The City Council does hereby recognize and honor the Meninak Club of Jacksonville on the occasion of its 100th year as a leading service club in Jacksonville and extends its best wishes for continued successes in the years ahead. 

Section 2.

Effective Date.  This Resolution shall become effective upon signature by the Mayor or upon becoming effective without the Mayor's signature.

Form Approved:

__/s/ Paige Hobbs Johnston
Office of General Counsel

Legislation Prepared By: John J. Jackson, Council Research Division
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